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@hitorial. 


THE CONTROVERSY. 


WE trust that the controversial papers 
with which we have filled several columns 
of this day’s Balance, will prove acceptable 
to the reader—not only on account of the 
importance of the subject in dispute, but 
also on account of the station which the 
disputants hold in society. His excellency 
the Governor is “ cited before the tribunal 
of the pubiic,” by the leader of the jacobin 
party, in person: Every member of the 
community, then, is interested in the event. 
The people are impannelled as a jury to try 
the question; and on the last Tuesday of 
the present month, they are to give their 
verdict. We might, in the language of a 
certain learned and wise magistrate, charge 
this jury, that “ this ere case is very int’rust- 
ing to them ’ere harties ;”’ but we forbear to 
effcr a word on the merits of the case. 





It is urged by some, 

That the Governor should not have con- 
descended to answer the newspaper slan- 
ders of his enemies— 

That, having refuted one charge, his op- 
ponents will multiply their attacks, and pre- 
tend that the governor’s neglect to refute 
them also, must be considered as presump- 
tive evidence that they”are well fourtded— 

That, if the governor deemed it advisablé 
to reply at all; he ought not to have oppo- 
sed his oath to the bart word of Mr: Clin: 
ton, 

It is not for us to find excuses and apole- 
gles for his excellency ;_ but we must say, 
that we thitik liis conduct in this affair has 
been correct; atid; although it will undoubt- 
edly subject him to mauich illiberal abuse, 
sill We believe It will raake, of the public 
at large, a favorable impiession. ‘Lhe go- 
vernor of this state would - ertainly do wrong 
to reply to anonymous slanders; but when 
the leader of his opponents will sanct'on a 
libelious attack with Ais own signature, his 
®xcelleacy ought to ni¢et him openly and 
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fairly, and refute and confound him. Let 
attacks multiply —The governor would be 
justified in making a public avowal, that 
every lic published for electioneering pur- 
poses, by Dewitt Clinton, under his own 
proper signature, should be promptly con- 
tradicted....under the solemnity of an oath. 








From the New-York Spectator. 





Ubi manw agitur, modestia éc probitas nomina 
superioris sunt: ita quiclim “ boni equique Cheru- 
ii,” nunc “ insertes at stul:i”’ vocantur. 

TAc Du MOR. CER 


CAUSES, apparently slight and trivial, 
arc sometim.s iollowed by very important 
consequences. The seeds of governmen- 
tal evils are imperceptibly sown, not soon 
to germinate, perhaps ; but which will ul- 
timately spring up, covering the land with 
an impervious crop, which it may prove 
impossible to remove. ‘The same may be 
said of the virtues, if they happen to fall 
upon a genial soi!. <A correct bias, given 
to the pubiic mind, miay continue its inilu- 
ence for ages producing the most extensive 
and happy effects. The spirit, which Rom- 
vlus infused into his little clan, seems nev- 
er to have ceased to opérate, until the city, 
he had founded, had become the mistress 
of the world. So treat tvasthe martial ar- 
dour, enkindled in the breasts of his fol- 
lowers, that it appears not to have material- 
ly declined in their posterity, until extin- 


' guished by the flood of luxury, that pour- 


ed in upon them from the east! —The war- 
like inclination to¢ék sufficient head, in the 
earliest days of the Romen tame—But 
something was wanting to complete the na- 
tional character. This was discovered by 
the wisdam of a Numa. Mfe set himself 
assidneusly to work in medeiling their 
laws, and io introducing a svstemof religion. 
The elect was greater than could have been 
forescen : for, a vencration for religions in- 
stitutions was equally extensive with the 
zeal for militaty glory ; and public virtue 
Nourished longer at Rome, than amongst 
any other people, unless we except a mod- 
ero nation, whose laws have had that ada- 
mantine wall of defence, the trial by jury. 

Let fis (urn toour own country. No na- 
tion ever set forward uncer so fayourable 








auspices ; nor had so solic a basis for ele- 
vated anticipation. Washington was our 
poiitical father: his character comprised 
the great, the good; he was at once the 
hero, and the Sage.—That warrior, crown- 
ed with the laurels of victory, became the 
first in council ; and, seated with an assem- 
bly of worthies, drew to himself the admi- 
ring eyes of a nation. It was hoped, and 
not without reason, that the spirit, which 
he and his companions in combat and coun- 
cil had excited, would glow through all 
succeeding ages ; that, like the electric 
spark, it would vibrate around the circle of 
our associated countrymen, animating eve- 
ry legitimate American to sustain the hon- 
ours acquired by our revolutionary heroes. 
This reasonable expectation was soon blas- 
ted. A scene, nearly the opposite of the 
one mentioned, ensued ; bringing inté 
popularity a train of degenerate principles, 
which we thought could never have been 
for a mom»ynt tolerated. Mr. Jefferson ap- 
peared the advotaté-general of ‘Godwinian 
vagaries. Speculations upon ridiculous 
possibilities took the plan of well-founded 
doctrines ; a deceitfnl court to the people 
was substituted for a noble practice of truth 
and candour ; and ambyshes against their 
good sehse were found in every plan devi- 
sed for the demagogue’s aggrandisement. 
‘The effect was astonishing. The cup of a- 
dulation was greedily drained by the popu- 
lace ; it operated like a spell; a sort of 


. phrensy succeeded ; and the virtues of our 


fathtrs seemed to be mentioned but for pro- 
scription. The scene, which had just past, 
like the most noble and sublime of the dra- 
ma, had elevated the ‘soul, and left the 
most desirable impressions : a ridiculous 


\furce succeeded, settihg sense and mean- 


ing at defiance ; but captivating the vuigar. 

These are the heads of our com- 
plaints :—pollilcal principles perverted ; the 
current of administration turned awry: and 
a majority of the people made the tools of a 
few infuriated zealots and designing hypo- 
crites.--"l hose who feel the glow of patriot- 
ism, will pause, and inquire whether our 
national character shall take its momentum 
from the last impulse : whether it shall 
hence be disgraceful, derwenerate and base : 
—or whether the public mind shall be 
brought back to the point, from which com- 
menced its deviation. Who would be an 
American, if we are only to be the heralds 
of our own filerits ; but the contempt and de- 
rision of ali other nations and ages /. Who 
would be an American. if, while we boast of 
our freedom and independence, we subaut 
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to be the pitiful sycophants and tributaries 
ofa foreign despot? Who would be an A- 
metican, if we are to be torn with civil dis- 
sentions, while left wholly defenceless a- 
er domestic dangers or foreign aggres- 
sion 

These inquiries do not exaggerate the 
consequences we have reason to apprehend, 
unless we unite to oppose or divert the tor- 
rent of lawless democracy. The exigencies 
of every free government have called for 
the combined efforts of the honest and the 
intelligent. They have a host, with which 
to contend ; not powerful for their talents, 
but for the weapons with which they enter 
the lists: that is to say, the prejudices of 
the e.—These they wield with conf- 
dence of success. The principles of Fed- 
eralism, the principles of our constitution 
and laws must, then, be supported. No- 
ble exertions alone deserve good fortune. 
Let those, who love the cause of their revo- 
lution, therefore, form a concert for unity 
ofaction : and by placing the respectabil- 
ity of their country on an immutable foun- 
dation, leave to posterity an inheritance 
worth bequeathing. "5 

REGULUS. 


—M@Se Bien vea:— 


Gbitor’s Closet, 


a 








Jacobinism, 


We observe, with pain, the bold and au- 
dacious attempts that are making to jacudin- 
ize the state of New-York. We tremble 
—we shudder—when we behold the same 

iaries who have been employed by 

the leading spirits of . rebellion in Europe, 
now in the service of the factious jacobins 
of our Own country. We have seen the 
commencement, the progress, and the re- 
sult of the Frencly revolution ; and we con- 
fess that we have oar fears that it is to be 
our fate to travel the same bloody road to 
despotism. Nothing but the most steady, 
resolute and persevering efforts of the 
moderate and peaceable meuibers of the 
community, can prevent it. Look at the 
picture before us!—Thomas Addis Em- 
mett, who became the instrument to pave 
the way for the introduction of French 
troops into Ireland, to butcher the loyalists, 
and James Cheetham who openly invited 
the French troops to come to New-York, to 
scour it of federalists, and to “trim the 
merchants’ jackets,” have planted the bloody 
fog of jacobinism in the metropolis. 
Cheetham in his paper, and Emmett at the 
jacobin clubs, have denounced some of the 
greatest and best men of our country. 
While these operations are going on in the 
southern part of the state, the Citizen Ge- 
net, is employed in organizing “ commit- 
tees of vigilance” (after the manner of the 
French jacobins) in: the north: And how 
long it willbe before the lamp-post, the 


























dagger, and the guillotine are introduced, 
God only knows. 

The federal (or, what is now appropri- 
ately and significantly called the “ Amert- 
can”) Ticket in New-York, is headed with 
the name of RUFUS KING. Against 
this distinguished character, the engines of 
jacobinism are levelled. Amongst other 
things, he is charged with having, when 
minister to Great-Britain, interfered to pre- 
yent certain disaffected Irish emigrants af- 
ter being banished their own country, from 


coming over to this. With this story 
Cheetham and Emmett are inflaming the 
Irish populace to such a degree, that open 
violence is to be apprehended. 

Mr. Coleman has takcn up the subject 
with spirit and ability, as the following ex- 
tracts from his paper-will shew :-— 


The editor of the Citizcn undertakes to 
say in his last paper, that “ the cause of the 
people of Ireland was precisely the same as 
the cause of the people of the United States 
during the revolution.” That editor may 
be excused without imputation, for not un- 
derstanding what was the cause of America 
during the revolution, as he happened at that 
time to be an inhabitant of Great Britain); 
As he had never yet visited our Shores 
for the benevolent and patriotic purpose of 
teaching us our rights and vindicating our 
own injuries in behalf of foreigners ayainst 
ourselves How far the cause of the peo- 
ple of ireland resembled “ the cause of the 
peopic oi the United States during the revo- 
lution,” either in its orizin er the measures 
resorted to for bringing it about, shall now 
be seen from the admissions and coniess- 





ions of the principal leaders concerned in the - 
Irish Rebellion. I take these Interesting | 


admissions and confessions from an English 
State Paper, printed in 1798 now before 
me, and entitled “ 4 abstract of the report 
of the Committee of Secrecy of the House of 
Commons, in Ireland, presented to the House, 
July\7th, 1798, by the Right Hon. Lord 
Castlercagh.” 


The report commences witha general view of the 
conspiracy carried on by the Scociety of United I- 
rishmen, from its original formation to its mtimate 
connection with a foreign enemy. 

The report goes onto state, that great numbers 
of persons in the North of Ireland having been in- 
duced to enter into the views of the Union, an im- 


mediate and direct communication was opened with 
the enemy. 


«* Besides military: preparations, every exertion 
was made ‘o defea: the ordinary operations of jus- 
tice. Witnesses, magistrates and prosecutors were 
murdered, ov 1f not murdered pursued with the most 
vieleatinjuries , attacked in their professidns, their 
business, their characters and their property ; every 
mducement of hope, and every menace of danger 
was employed to increase their numbers ; and trom 
the fear of ruin, multitudes were daily obliged to jon 
the ranks of the disaffected. ”’ 

‘* The means employed to excite the lower orders 
im these countries who are chiefly Roman catho- 
hics, were promises of the abolition of tythes, and 
the fabrication of the rmaost abominable tests, falsely 
saidto have been taken by his majesty’s protestant 
subjects, for the extermination of Roman Catholics ; 
these fabrications, monstrous and extravagant as 
they were, were the chief incentives by wh 
norant and deluded were 
plans of the Union,” 


ich the ig- 
engaged to enter into the 

















. time of his arrest. 
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«In further prosecution of their plans, an in fae 
mous periodical paper was published in Dubhn 
catied the Union Star, recommending by name the 
ASSASSINATION of such persons, as had, in the 
capacity of magistrates, jurors, or witnesses, j 
peded the desigus of the society.” 2 

‘* No act was omitted which could teud to embar. 
rass government and promote the cause of the Up. 
ion ; fromthe authentic reports of their office 
and the confession of their Chiefs, a large fund i 
peared to have been collected by almost universal 
subscription to forward the objects of the socie: 
out of this fund, all persons acting under their A 
ders were defended when prosecuted ; Wi tnessey 
bougbt off; lawyers hired to undertake in the Bross, 
the cause of all persons accused of treason ; unde 
sheriffs bribed to return par:ial pannels ; and goa. 
lers paid to favour the escape of the persons aces, 
sed.”’ ’ 

‘It appears upon the trial of Doctor Jacksop 
found guilty of treason in 1795, that the agents of 
France had been employed in this country; and 
from the statement drawn up for the French gog. 
ernment and proved upon that rrial, that the leaders 
of the Union were che persons then considered as 
the friends of a French connection ” 

** A memoir was presented tothe French ministeg 
to urge the promised assistance ; in this it was sta 
ted that the delusion of reform and emancipation 
were beginning to fail from the delay; that the 
Tave Repvuscicans would be abandoned and dig. 
couraged and the cause entirely lost. ’ 

«* These circumis‘ances are atl fully proved by the 
admission and confession of ‘he principal leaders 
of the Union.” 

“ The facts thus proved by the concurring testi 
mony of some of the ms: acrive ieaders of the Un- 
ion are supposed by the report t»b  gwfficient to 
conviice the most incredulous that the mash of re 
form and emaacipation were only a‘sumed in order 
to impose upon the public m:nd and cov.ceal and ad 
vance the realdesigy, of separation f; m Grea: Brie 
tain andestablishing a republic, if not subject to, at 
least in alliance With France ”’ 


The report then refers to en appendis 
containing some of the depositions which 
the committee had before them. The first 
of these is the examination of Dr. Wiliam 
VU Nevin upon agth, whieb is riven at lange, 
but from which only.a few extracts wiil here 
be made. 


“ Witness knows that a resolution was entered 
into by the provincial commitree m February last 
not ro be diverred from ther objec by any conces 
sion of parliament” « ‘Virness believes tha: dite 
ability alone prevents Franee from carrying her 
promise into effect of invading Ireland He does 
not think the c mmon people care one farthing a 
bout reform or emancipation: he believes all .hey 
wish is exemption from the payment of tythes.” 


Here ends the account of the examina- 
tion of Dr. M’Nevin ; but now comes a 
witness of still more consequence ; one 
who has begun to acquire a degree and sort 
of notoriety among us, which I fancy will 
last him as long as he lives. But not to de- 
tain the reader further : 


Stand forth THomas App:s EMMETT, 
you, sir, whoon Thursday night last had 
the scandalous audacity to coilect and ad 
dress a society of your countrymen at the 
Union Hotel, for the purpose of controling 
our election ; an election at which you havé 
net even aright to vote—stand forth, Sify 
and ‘speak for yourself. 


Extract from the confession of the frrisontt 
Thomas Addis Emmet. 


“ Thomas Addis Emmett, Barrister at-law, ™ 
addition to the testimony in which he derailed the 
same facts as the other witnesses. confesses, ** that 
he was a member of the executive directory of thé 
union, being appointed in January, 1797. and cone 
tinued till May in the same vear; and afterwards, 
from his being re-elected in January. 1798, unl rhe 
The first communication Wi 
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France, which came to his immediate knowledge, 
was in April 1797, whe. in order to establish @ 
coustant imtercourse with the French direetory, an 
agent was sent from Ireland to reside iy France, 
where he srill contimues.— He knows thar France 
seat to This country assurances of her assistance.&c. 
tha it became necessary tO apply to France ior a 


larger quantity of arms than were promised at first, | 


: +) supply those given up to government. 
.< certain ~ France gave assurances that the 
armament in the Texel, in the summer of 1797, 
was in‘ended to come to Ireland ; and that a far- 
ther promise of assistance, in April, 1798, was 
by the directory. 

a tiekeswale for a loyalty of the /ower orders 
in Munster, during the Baniry-bay invasion by the 
union having taken no paius to prepare their minds 
for the French, as they had been amused with con- 
tradictory accounts from France ; and it was also 
de'ermived ‘oavoid aninsurrection until the French 
should come, ad not the severe measures adopted 
in Kildare, by the king s ministers, urged the alter- 
na ive of rising or yielding up the cause. He be- 
lieves. had they waited uniil "he French came the 
rising would have been more general and formida- 
ble. 

“« It was inteuded to raise a genera! fund for the 
service of the union, by the confiscation of the 
church property, and that of all those who did not 

oin them; the persons of the latter, if they did 
not actively oppose the union, were to be only held 
as hostages until it would be convenient to trans- 
portthem; and their wives, if they were not hos- 
tile to the new order of things, were to be support- 
ed by a stipend out of their husband’s property—the 
rest te belong to the public. ; 

« He is persuaded that the bulk of the people do 
not care about, or understand reform and emancipa- 
tion,but that they. are become anxious for them, ha- 
ving been ToLp that they led to the abolition of 
tythes. It was determined to have no ecclesiastical 
establishment whatever, nor any distinction of 
rank.” 

Witness being asked as to the practicability of 
Ireland being a separate state from Gre+t Britain 
when she had not means to build a navy, and must 
be dependent on England for the mere article of 
coals? be replied «that be thought Ireland fully a- 
ble to stand alone as an independent republic; her 
wealth and population had infinitely increased with- 
in the jast century, and though she might and 
would for ten or twelve years be much crippled by 
the fleet and power of England, yet the strength 
of the British navy would soon fail when Ireland 
ceased to act with Great-Britain; and as to the 
article of fuel, the extension of inland navigation 


would soon remeve the necessity of importation.” 
End of the confession, 


Behold ! Americans, behold the man who 
has impudently thrust himself forward to 
toturn the fate of your, election. Behold 
him through the grates of a prison, and hear 
him repenting of his offences, and confess- 
ing that he was one who applied to France to 
furnish money arms and ammunition to be 
employed in the overthrow of his own Gov- 
ernment. Behold him confessing that he 
belonged to a party who had formally resol- 
ved to seize and confiscate the estates of all 


that would not join them.—Behold him) 


confessing that he was the advocate of re- 
form and emancipatiom, and that the bulk 
of the people whose champion he was, had 
acted under iinpressions totally different. 
‘He is persuaded that the bulk of the peo- 
ple do not care about or understand reform 
and emancipation.” What can more com- 
pletely unmask the demagogne than this ? 
The leaders of the party siimulate them to 
‘Msurrection and treason against their cov- 
emment ; to commit the mest dreadful out- 
Tages, perpetrate the most cruel crimes, 
under pretence that they want reform and 
emancifiation, while at the very moment the 
Tingleaders know that the poor deceived 
mob do not care about nor even understand 

€ question on which they have been thus 
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excited to rebellion. As proof that the 
people would have remained peaceable and 
quiet, had it not been for their credulity be- 
ing abused by their demagogues, take Em- 
met’s own confession, that the only reason 
why the “ lower orders in Munster” con- 
tinued loyal to. their own government, was, 
because “ The Union had taken no fiains to 
(Prepare their minds for the krench !” How- 
ever combustible were the* materials, it re- 
quired the hand of the incendiary to apply 
the torch. 

But we have not done with Mr. Patriot 
Emmet yet. We have seen his last words 
and humble confessions. Here follows the 
instrument of mercy shewn him by his goy- 
ernment. 


A proclamation by General Nugent at Belfast. 


‘*Wuereas, the Stace prisoners in the several 


- prisons in Dublin have propesed to his excellency 


the Lord Lieutenant * to give every information in 
their power of the whole of thie imernal transac- 
tions of the United Irisemen ; and that each of them 
would give detailed inform.tion ef every transaction 
that has passed be' ween the United Irishmen and _fo- 
reign states, without however, naming or describing, 
so as to implicate any person whatever ; and that 
they were ready to emigrate to such country as 
should be agreed upon between them and govern- 
ment, giving security not to return to this country, 
without the permission of government, if, on their 
so doing they should he freed from prosecution ; 
and that Mr. Oliver Bend was to be permitted to 
take the benefit of the said proposal ; and that the 
state prisoners also Aoped that the benefit of said 
proposal wouid be extended to such persons in cus- 
tody or not in custody as might chose to take the 
benefit of it ;”” which proposal is signed by Arthur 
O’Connor, Tuomas Appis Emmet, William 
M‘ Niven, Samuel Neilson, Henry Jackson, John 
Sweetman and by upwards of seventy other prison- 
ers: 

And whereas his excellency the Lord-Lieutenant 
has been graciously pleased to accept of the said pro- 
posal, and has agreed to the terms thereby offered : 
in consideration whereof, the said state prisoners 
have been examined before the secret committee of 
the two houses of Parliament, and have given full 
informat on of the transactions of the United Irish- 
men: 

Now, I do, by this my proclamation, make 
known to the several state prisoners within this dis- 
trict, and to others whom it may concern, the 
terms and conditions upon which the state prisoners 
in Dublin have obtained his Majesty's pardon in or- 
der that those whe think fit may entitle themseives 
to an equal distribution of the king’s most merciful 
and gracious intentions ; and 1 do hereby require those 
whom it may concern, within this district, forth- 
with signify to me whether they are ready to sub- 
scribe to similar terms and conditions, and thereby 
entitle themselves to the like measure of his Afajes- 
ty's mercy; and in order that all persons now in cus- 
tody may have a-full opportunity of signifying 
their intentions herein, 1 will send proper persons 
to each prison within this district, for the purpose 
of receiving their respective determinations. 

G. NUGENT, Maj Gen. 
Commanding northern district. 
Belfast, August 25d, 1798. 


Com-ents are necessarily deferred till 

my next letter. 
ais 

The following impudent production is 
extracted from the Citizen of this morning. 
The American reader is merely desired to 
recollect, while he persues it, that this let- 
ter is addressed to our late minister at the 
Court of St. James, by an alien who has not 
resided here three years ; that this man 
comes from the country which gave him 
birth, branded with the crime of High Trea- 
son, and only escaped a gibbet by compound- 
ing for banishment. For proof, we refer to 
the foregoing letter. 


a 








“ TO RUFUS KING, ESQ. 
ii sia, . ° 


‘* From certain paragraphs in the Evening Post, 
I apprehend that it may become necessary for me to 
vbtrude myself on the public. As in that event I 
should wish toderive some credit from the character 
of my adversary, I request to be informed wherh- 
er you purpose submitting to the world any expla- 
nation of your interference with the British gov- 


ernment respecting the Irish state prisoners in the 
year 1798? 


“* | put the question in this way, because I have 
not the honor of any personal acquainrance with 
you ; because I intend that every thmg which may 
pass berween you and me on this subjec: shall be 
public, and because I have been infurmed shat pri- 
vate applications for an explanation of thar «rans- 
action have been heretofore made 'o you by some of 
my fellow sufferers from your conduct, and that 
you did not think fit to favour them with a reply. 

“Lam, Sir, . 
«+ Your most obedient 
«* Humble servant, 


‘THOS. ADDIS EMMET.” 
April 4th. 


Who can sufficiently admire the becom- 
ing modesty of Mr. Thomas A. Emmet? 
Mr. King, the first man in our country, is 
the only person of sufficient consequence to 
be considered as even an adversary of this 


member of the Executive Directory of the I- 
rish Union ! 


em EEEEEEIEEG HOTT 
To Readers and Corresfiondents. 


Several communications are unavoidably post- 
poned, and articles of intelligence (not, however, 
of much importance) enrirely omitted. 

The Northern Mails, 
For Tuesday and Thursday evenings, by some mis- 
take, were not duly received in this city. This cir- 
cumstance has broken my regular northern corres- 
pondence, in consequence of which 1 have but litile 
information from the seat of government. 


The Election for Charter Officers, 
In this city, terminated in favor of the democrats. 
We have only room to say, that an election was 
never carried by baser means. 





FEDERAL MEETING. 


To-morrow (Wednesday,15th) the coun- 
ty meeting for nominating an Assembly- 
ticket, will be held at Stocking’s Tavern, 

On Thursday evening (the 16th) the fed-. 
eralists of Hudson, are desired to meet at 
Fowler’s Hotel, for the purpose of taking 
the ticket into consideration, and for adopt- 
ing measures to secure its election. It is 
hoped, the meeting will be general. 

— 
Jacopinism of Columbia County. 

pc7> Just as our paper was going to press 
we were informed that our democrats, as a 
part of the jacobin system, had nominated a 
ticket for Assembly, on which is at least one 
is said, can neither read nor 
The following are the names t= 

his 


Fiet *~ Miller, 
mark. 


Ebenezer Soule, 
Maithew Dorr * 
Barent Vanderpoel. 


man, who, it 
write. 
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From thé Albany Register, ~=—« 


_, TO THE PUBLIC, 


—_— 
’ 


THE numerous and violent attacks 


which have been made upon my political 
character, have left me no room to doubt 
‘but that they are the result of system, and 
that they have in most instances originated 
from the leaders of the faction denomina- 
ted Quid or Lewisite. Ihave generally 
passed over these slanders as unworthy of 
notice—nor should I now condescend to 
expose the following calumny, had it not 
proceeded from Gov. Lewis, and did I not 
consider it of some importance that the 
people of the state shoud fully understand 
the insidious and improper practices of 
which he is capable, before they exercise 
the elective franchise at the approaching ge- 
enral election. - 
During the sitting of the last Council of 


Appointment, Daniel Delevan was appoint- | 


ed Sheriff df the county of Westchester ; 
the Governor and ali the members signi- 
fied their assent to it by signing the min- 
utes. Isaac Webbers was also a candidate 
for the office. Shortly after the first meet- 
ing of the council, I prsented to that board 
several recommendations in his favor — 
- Some. time after this, Dr. Gook arrived at 
igi and handed to me affidavits against 
Mr. Webbers, with a view of preventing his 
appointment. ‘These charges I also laid 
before the council, and it was unanimously 
admitted, that they presented an obstacle to 
‘my arrangement in favor of Mr. Webbers, 
which could only be surmounted by a satis- 
factory refutation. A considerable time e- 
‘lapsed before Mr. Delevan was appointed. 
. The following documents. furnished by 
Mr.Pelton, of Westchester county, and Mr. 
Bingham, a member of Assembly from 
New-York, will shew the undignified and 
reprehensible condngt adopted subsequent- 
y by Governor Lewis, in relation'to this ap- 
pointment, with a view of increasing his 
partizans. — 
{No, 1.) 


Westchester County, as. 
Personally appeared befote me Caleb 
‘Tompkins, one of the Judges in and for said 
county, Daniel Pelton, of New-Rochelle, in 
the county aforesaid, and deposcth and saith, 


that some time about the latter part of Sep-- 


tember, or fore part of Octob © last past, 
being at the house of Capt. Joseph Hatfield, 
inn-keeperin the White-plains, he then and 


“here met Isaac Webbers, Esq. ! sic depuiye | 


sheriff of the county of Wesichester—the 
company consisting of the said Webhbers, 
Hatheld, Capt. Jeremiah Schureman, and 
himself saiddeponent; whep after some 
— Tittle conversation, said Webbers asked him 
said deponent, if he had not enquired of 
acertain gentleman whethet he had been 
shewn by Webbers a letter from Governor 


Lewis? said deponent answeredin the afire 


mative, declaring at the same time. that he 


‘could pot believe Governor Lewis hac been / 


wor could be guilty of such conduct—as it 
had been represented to him, 
who it see: 


pourtrayed 


hed seen that letter, thet it 
ot only the conduct of the 


vy 


by persons’ 
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council of appointment, but went toa de- 
lineation of the motives on which their con- 
duct was predicated. Said Webbers then 
took from his pocket and presented this de- 
ponent the letter in question, which was, 
as far as recollection served, for said depo- 


- nent committed it to writing the next mor- 


ning, which, he verily believes, if not in 
words, in substance accurate and true. 
The date of the letter not being particular- 
ly attended to by this deponent but the im- 
pression of his mind is, that it was dated at 
or about the time of the Council’s being in 
session, ifi these words: 
“ SIR, 

«“ Your letter came to hand too late, nei- 
ther do I think it would have answered you 
any purpose had it come sooner; as it 
seems all is To be sacrificed to the vengeance 
of De Witt Clinton... Your recommenda- 
tions Mr. Clinton had in his pocket, several 
weeks without offering them to the 
Council of Appointment, until the arrival 
of Dr. Cook, with the affidavit of Mrs. 
Williams, when he threw down the recom- 
mendations, and immediately nom&nated 
General Delevan for sheriff of your county. 


It seems this was a preconcerted plan; as. 


Judge Johnston, who all through till now 
was and expressed himself averse to the 
system of general removals——but it 
seems Delevan was to be appointed sheriff, 
as a condition for the removal of the Secre- 
tary of State and itecorder of the city of 
New-York. 
Yours, kc. 
“MORGAN LEWIS. 
“ To Isaac Webbers, Esy. 
Westchester County.” 


DANIEL PELTON. 
Sworn and subscribed the 21st day of Jan. 
1807, before me. , 


CALEB TOMPKINS. 
ons 
(No. 2.] 

Thereby certify, that sometime last sum- 
mer, being at the house of Mr. Holmes, 
inn-keeper, at Mount-Pleasamt, county of 
West-Chester, there being at the same 
time Mr. Isaac Webbers and Samuel 
Young, of the same county, Mr. Garret 
Stephens and William Gili, of the City of 
N. York ; when after some conversation on 
public affairs, Mr. isaac Webbers drew out 
of his pocket a letter which he said he had 
received from Governor Morgan Lewis, 
and read it to the said cempany ; and hav- 
ing read the aflidavit signed by Daniel Pel- 
ton, do belicve that the substance of the let- 
ter read by Isaac Webbers as coming from 
Gov. Lewis, is contained in. the said affida- 
vit. JOHN BINGHAM. 

Albany, Feb. 14, V807. 

The above letter of Gév. Lewis is fatse in 
the followiny respects : 


In stating Ist. That I had withheld the 
papers in favor of Mr. Webbers from the 
council. . And 

2d. That I did not present them to the 
council untii I received the char 
Mr. Webbers. 


3d. _Intimating that the charges against 
Mr. Webbers were exhibited at the same 
time with the recommendations in his favor 
and that the appointment of Delayan then 
took place. And 


§es avainst 


¢ 


‘ with my request. 
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g§ that this appointment 
ofan arrfngement with Mr. 


4th. In assertin 
was the result 
Johnston. 

In. consequence of these slanders I ad. 


dressed a letter to each of the members of 
the council in the following words: 


| No. 3. } 


4lbany, Feb. 2, 1807, 
SIR, 

The appointment of sheriff of Westches. 
ter county having been the subject of much 
misrepresentation, | have taken the libert 
of requesting your answer in writing to the 
following questions, and J am sure that your 
sense of justice will induce you to comply 

Did I not shortly after the first meetin 
of the council, lay before them certain pa- 
pers relative to the sheriffaity of that coun. 
ty, and, among others, representations in 
favor of Isaac Webbers ? 

Did not a consi'erable time elapse before 
I laid before the council any charves a 
gainst him, and do you recollect the conver. 
sation that took. piace at that time ? 

Did not some time intervene between the 
presentment of these charges and the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Delevan ? 

Was his appointment objected to by the 
Governor? Was it not the unanimous act 
of the council? And do you not recollect 
the evening before it took place we hada, 
conference with the members of the As- 
setnbly from that county, with a view of ob- 
taining the best information and advice on 
the subject ? 

Was this appointment the result of any 
stipulation or bargain, between all or any 
members Of the council ? 

I have the honor to be, kc. 


DE WITT CLINTON. 
The Hon. Adam Comatock, Robert John- 
ston, and Henry Huntington. 


The following are the answers to the 
foregoing letter : 


[ No. 4.) 


ibany, Feb. 3, 1807. 
SIR, 

I can say, in answys to yours of the 2d in- 
stant, that shortly aiter the meeting of the 
council, you presented to them some pa- 
pers, relative to the sheriffalty of the coun- 
ty of Westchester; amoag others, were 
representations in favor of one Mr. Web- 
bers (a stranger to me) who it was said, had 
been a deputy-sheriff. It was some con- 
siderable time alter this before I heard of 
any charge against this Mr. Webbers—ae 
bout this time you luid some documents be- 
fore the council containing charges against 
him, upon which a conversation took place, 
but I do not recollect that any member (at 
that time) made mention of any particular 
person for sheriffi—the appointment was not 
made at that meeting, but postponed for 
further consiceration—and I do not recok 
lect to have heard one word spoken either 
by his excellency or any member of the 
council in favor of the appointment of Mr. 
Webbers—and, if I remember rizht, Mr. 
Delevan was appointed without a dissenting 
voice, but I think M 


. Johnston was excuse 
ed from voting. 


You ask, “ was this ap 
polntment the result of any stipulation or 
bargain, between all, or any of the ceur- 
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No. 15. 


cil?” T answer, it certainly was not with 
me, nor have J the least reason to suppose 
it was the ease with any others of the coun- 
cil. 
I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


ADAM COMSTOCK. 
To the Hon. De Witt Clinton. 


[ No. 5.] 
Albany, Feb. 3, 1807. 
SIR, 

Your letter of the 2d inst. came to hand, 
in which you request an answer to several 
questions relative to the sheriffaity of the 
county of Westchester, and the appoiut- 
ment made by the council of a sheriff for 
that county lest session. 

I well remember, that shortly after the 
council met (the particular day I donot re- 
collect) you presented several papers In fa- 
vour of candidates for the sheriff’s office, 
among which were some in favour of Isaac 
Webbers, with a large number of petition- 
ers. 

I also remember the appointment at that 
time was postponed for a considerable time 
—the conversation I do not recollect, onlys 
from the number of applicants it was con- 
cluded to take a little time te consider what 
was proper to be done. 

I recollect that some time after there 
were charges exhibited against Isaac Web- 
bers, and an affidavit accompanying them ; 
but whether you-or the governor, or both, 
presented them, I cannot be positive ; this 
retarded the appointment for some consid- 
erable time lonsrer 

Tam confident there was no dissentient 
to the appointinent of the present sheriff 
the vote was unanimous, except myself, the 
governor was polite enough to excuse me 
from voting. 

I recollect there was some consultations 
had with the Members of the Legislature 
from Westchester couMy, respecting the 
appointment of a sheriff. 

With regard to the question, whether 
the appointment was the result of, or ef- 
fected by any stipulations or bargains among 
the members of the conncil, I can freely 
declare for myself, that I entered into ucne 
for this nor any other appointment made 
Wuring the session. 

I am, sir, -your most obedient servant. 


ROBERT JOHNSTON. 
The Hon. De Witt Clinton. 
[ No. 6.] 
Albany, 24th February, 1807. 

SIR, 

_ I did not receive your note of the 2d in 4. 
till yesterday, I now give the following : ne 
swers to the questions therein stated, r dla- 
tive to the appointment of Sheriff of V" ¢t- 
chester county. 

ft is notin my power to recollect the pre- 
cise time when the written represent: tions 
in favour of the applicants were. shev mn to 
me, but it was a matter of notoriety 'sefore 
the meeting of the council that Messrs. 
Webbers and Delevan were candidates for 
that office. 

It was a considerable time after the re- 
sommendations were lodged, before I had 
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any knowledge of the accusation against 
Mr. Webbers ; when it was before the 
council, it was recommended either by the 
governor or one of the council, and unan- 
imously assented to, that it was an insepa- 
rable obstacle to his appointment, and that 
if he should not on being notified repel the 
charge he ought to be removed from the 
office of assistant justice. The appoint- 
ment of Gen. Delevan, was made unani- 
mously some days after the exhibition ‘of 
the charge against Mr. Webbers, and after 
the members of the council had held a con- 
ference with the members of assembly 
from Westchester onthe subject. If the 


appointment of Gen. Delevan resulted - 


from any stipulation or bargain I am en- 
tirely iznorant of the negociation. 
Iam, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 


HENRY AUNTINGTON. 
Hon. Dewiit Clinton. 


_ In addition to the above I have been fa- 
vored with the following letter, from the 


xentieman who then acted as clerk of the 
council. 


* (No. 7.] 


Albany, 9th February, 1807. 
SIR, ; 


I have received your letter of the 2d inst. 
requesting my answer in wiiting to certain 
questions which you state to me relative to 
the appointment of Sheriff of the county 
of Westchester. I can perceive no impro- 
priety in the application, and consider it 
due to truth and to justice to answer you 
to the extent of my knowledge, and to the 
best of my recollection on the subject. 

It tiasNot been the practice to date the 
filing of papers laid before the councii of 
appeintment, and there is so-great an in- 
flux of papers, during the sittings of the 
council, that the Clerk cannot ordinarily re- 
member for any considerable time the re- 
ceipt of particular papers. I however do 
well recollect that last winter papers rela- 
tive to the Shfievalty of the county of 
Westchester, among which were represen- 
tations in favour of Isaac Webbers, had 
been for a length of time in the possession 
of the council when the appointment of the 
sheriff of that county was made. But my 
memory cannot enable me to say when the 
charges against Webbers were laid before 
the council nor what conversation took 
place at that time, but at the time Mr. De- 
levan was appointed I recollect it was sta- 
ted by you, and as I understood admitted by 
all, that it would be improper to appoint 
Mr. Webbers, while such charges remain- 
ed unrefuted against him. The appoint- 
ment of Mr. Delevan was the unanimous 
act of the council, or at ieast I heard no ob- 
jection made by any one. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 
very respectiully, 
‘ your most obecicnt servant, 
ARCHpb. M’INTLRE. 

The Hon. De Witt Clinton. 

I submit this statement, w-thout com- 
ment, to the decision of every man of 
honour and candour in the state. 


Dr WITT CLINTON. 
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From the Refublican Crisis. 
TO THE PUBLIC. 


Mr. De Witt Clinton having thought 
proper to cite me before the tribunal of the 
public, for the purpose, as I conceive, of af- 
fording his libellous dependants new ground 
for an attack upon me, I feelit aduty I owe 
myself and friends, however unpleasant the 
task, to obey hissummons. I confess I 
have had my struggles on the occasion, and 
should think myself dishonored by noticing 
thus the slanders of one sunk, in my estima- 
tion, to the lowest grade of political depra- 
vily, were it not for the reflection, that he 
is a man of senatorial rank, and has acquir- 
ed, by little artifice, under the lustre of a 
name he has often sullied, a high place in 
the good opinion of many an honest Citizen. 

It will be recollecied that the charges a- 
gainst me are rested on the copy of a letter 
said to have been written by me to Mr. I- 
saac Web and given to the public from 
the memory of a Mr. Pelton. The tran- 
script is far from being a faithful one: Iam 
content however to consider it such as it is. 

An inference has been attempted to be 
drawn from it which it will not warrant. 
Nothing contained it, or in the original, was 
calculated to impress, on the mind of Mr. 
Webbers, a belief that Iwas unfriendly to 
the appointment of Mr. Delevan, and 
fricndly to his. It was not Mr. Delevan’s 
appointment, but the means of procuring 
it, which I thought exceptionable. \I wrote 
to Mr. Webbers under the strong impres- 
sion, that Robert Johnston, the father-in- 
Jaw of Mr. Delevan, and De Witt Clinton, 
had made a corrupt barter of their integri- 
ty. Iam still under that impression, and 
when I shall state the facts which produced 
it, Iam persuaded every candid man will 
say there was sufficient cause. 

Some of the followers of Mr. Clinton 
have affected astonishment at my writing to 
Mr. Webbers; and have pretended to cen- 
sider it an unwarrantable condescension. I 
sinterely wish we may never see a chief 
magistrate of this state, who shallso far 
forget he is a citizen, as to suppose an act 
of ordinary civiliiy, incompatible with the 
dignity of his station. Mr. Webbers had 
written to me on a subject, to him, very in- 
teresting. He wasa man highly and re- 
spectably recommended for’an important 
ofice. He was therefore by ali the rules 
ef propriety and good breeding entitled to 
an answer. 

Mr. Clinton and his correspondents all 
speak of Mr. Webers’ recommendations 
having been firesented to the councl. 
any of the gentlemen here intend a subtefe 
fure, because in strict construction the go- 
vernor ts not a member of the council ; or 
do they copfound the secret. meetings at 
which all their business was arranged, and 
from which I was uniformly excluded, with 
the constitutional meetings at the council 
board? The interview stated to have been 
had with the members from Westchester, 
at which I mest assuredly was not present, 
and never heard of, ull leng time after it 
bad taken place, would incline to the for- 
mer, tho’ charity would induce to the Jatter 
opinion. Will either of the gentlemen 
have the harcihood to say, that I ovat was 
put in possession of the recommencslioss 
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ef Mr. Webbers, or that any one of them 
was ever read at the council board? I trust 
they will not. They may for aught I know, 
have lain occasionally on the council table, 
in the private bundle of papers of the gen- 
tleman to whom they were entrusted, where 
they would have been as sacredly secure 
from my inspection, as if under the protec- 
tion of a private signet ; but I aver, their 
first public appedrance in council was, as | 
verily believe, at the moment of Mr. Dele- 
van’s appointment, when to the best of my 
ory and belicf, they were drawn from 
the pocket of Mr. Clinton, by him opened 
one by one, and spread over the table. In 
this situation they were left. They never 
were filed with the secretary, but remain, 
ten in number, to this moment in my office. 


” One other I have recently understood, has 
by fome means found its way into the sec- 


retary’s office. This fact shews the in- 
correctness of Mr. McIntyre’s letter. 


I now enter on the painful task of stating 


the facts, whence I deduce conclusions, un- 
favorable to the integrity of Messrs. Clinton 
and Johnston. And here I must express a 
hope, that Mr. Huntington, of whose name 
1 am constrained to make a liberal use, will 
accept imperious necessity as my apology. 
I tender that gentleman an assurance, that 
I ever believed his conduct, as a mesuber of 
the council of appointment, directed by mo- 
tives honorable and pure. 

After Mr. Johnston’s election to the 
council, I understood from various sources, 
that he was decidedly hostile to all mea- 
sures of violence, and determined to ‘op- 
pose removals from office on party. consi- 
derations. The probability of this being 
the case, was strengthened by a circum- 
stance, communicated to me, of his having 
some months before, published a- letter in 
the Poughkeepsie Barometer, breathing a 
spirit of forbearance and conciliation, and 
professing equal attachment to my friends 
and these of Mr. Clinton. 

Towards the middle of March, rumours 
of contemplated removals reached my ears. 
I waited on Mr. Huntington, who alene of 
the council was communicative to me, to 
know the truth of them. He told me 


_ some few would take place, but that they 


would not extend beyond a few clerks of 
counties, «© 

The Shrievality of Westchester had been 
vacant, from about the commencement of 
the session of the council. I frequently 
proposed to the members to fill it ; but it 
was as frequently opposed by Mr. Clinton, 
who declared himself unprepared. On or 
about the 17th March I met Mr. Hunting- 
ton in the street. This appointment be- 
came the subject of conversation. I was 
asked by him, whom I supposed Mr. Clin- 
ton was in favour of ? I replied Mr. Tomp- 
kins. He said he thought not, he believed 
he was in favour of Mr. Webbers. He 
then ired of me, if I had any objec- 
tions to informing him whom I should pre- 


fer. Lanswered none—That considering 
Mr. Delevan ahd Mr. Tompkins the pro- 
minent candidates before the Council, I 
should not hessitate to prefer the former, 
(for Mr. Webbers I at that time knew lit- 
tle of, having merely heard him spoken of 


in conversation as a candidate, and heard a 


er read by a doctor Cook, purporting to 
hows affidavit of. Mrs, Williams agahnat 
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-him) and believe I assigned my reason, 


which was, that two of Mr Tompkins’ 
family were already in office. [le obser- 
ved, he was glad to find me of that opinion 
as it accorded with his own, and would be 
the means of fixing Mr. Johnston, whom he 
had found wavering, or shaking in the wind, 
or some expression of similar import. On 
the 18th the Council was to have met at tcn 
inthe morning. On expressing my sur- 
prise, sometime after the hour had elaps- 
ed, that none of the members had assem- 
bled, Iwas informed by one of my family, 
that Mr. Huntington had been in the en- 
try but had returned. About noon Mr. 


Johnston came io my house for a bundle of 


papers he had left in the office, and inform- 
ed me the Council would not meet that day, 
for that Mr. Huntington was ill, and Mr. 
Clinton had taken medicine, He had 
scarcely left me, when a gentleman called 
to inform me the Council had that morning 
been locked up for more than an hour in 
Mr. Huntington’s room. I learnt also that 
that gentleman and Mr. Clinton, instead of 
being ill, were in their respective seats in 
the Senate chamber, These circumstan- 
ces, added to a knowledge of Mr. Clinton’s 
having made a visit the preceding evening 
to the quarters of Messrs. Comstock and 
Johnston, led me to suspect, all was not 
right. In the evening I went to Mr. Hun- 
tington—I found him alone—I asked him 
if there had been that morning a meeting 
of the members of the Council at his room. 
He frankly admitted the fact. I enquired 
if he had been at my house in the morning, 
and why the Council had not assembled 
there. After a, short pause, I received 
from him the fellowing explanation : That 
he had communicated to Mr. Johnston, my 


Opinion as to the appointment of Mr. Dela- 
‘van——Chat it had been agreed between 
‘them to vote for him, and to rely on my cas- 


ting voice for his appointment—That as he 
was going in the morning to the Council, 
he cither overtook, or was overtaken by 
Mr. Johnston to whom he remarked, that 
the appointment of the Sheriff of West- 
chester had better be the first thing done 
after the council should convene—That to 
his astonishment, Mr. Johnston replied he 
was not prepared, or words to that effect—+ 
That wishing an explanation, he asked 
Mr. Johnston to return with him to his 
room— That near the door of the house 
where he lodged, they were met by Mr. 
Clinton and Mr. Comstock, and that he 
could not avoid asking them in also. To 
avoid all possibility of mistake, I put the 
question to him direct—Did Mr. Johnston, 
Sir, agree to vote for Mr. Delavan? He as- 
sented, with the nod of the head, and wink of 
the eye. I then asked what took place be- 
tween the members while in his chamber? 
He replied, he could not tell me, as it was 
agreed to be confidential. After some hesi- 
tation, however, he observed that he beliey- 
ed he might say thus much—That Mr. 
Delevan would probably be appointed with- 
out my aid, and that the work of destruction 
would begin; or some such strong expres- 
sion, as left no doubt on my mind, that re- 
movals were resolved on—of which I im- 
mediately informed the Secretary of State 
. , 

to prepare him for the event. The next 
morning Mr. Delavan was appointed on the 

nominauion of Mr. Cliaton. 


—— 


et 


Here let me remark, that the truth of 
the foregoing statement, and the justness of 
the conclusion drawn from the tacts it ‘con- 
tains, are fortified by intrinsic evidence 
which cannot vary, which cannot mislead. 
Myr. Johnston, as appears from the subjoin- 
ed documents, when unailured by the pros- 
pect of family aggrandizement, had mark.. 
| edout to himseli an honest and an honora- 
_ ble course. He pursued, it with a laudable ° 
| pertinancy, till he became warmly engaged 
in the appointment of his son-in-law to of, 
ice... He even then boasted that he could 
obtain his ends without the aid of Mr. Clin. 
ton. What magic then drew him from the 
path of rectitude ¢ Who was the enchantey 
that presented to him the fascinating talis- 
map which robbed him of his constancy ? 
How did he discover the mode, by which 
his wishes weve to be gratified, without 
submitiing to the humiliation of votin 
himself on the occasion? Why did Mr, 
Clinton so long delay the appointment! 
What were his inducements for nomina, 
ting Mr. Delavan against the remonstran, 
ces, which I am credibly informed, were 
made to him, by the Westchester represen; 
tatives, at the interview he admits he had 
with them ? Why has he delayed his attack 
upon me to this moment, when immediate- 
ly after the appointment of Mr. Delavan, 
as I have been informed and believe, he 
learnt from Mr. Caleb Tompkins and Mr, 
Lockwood, two of the members from West- 
chester, the history, I had given them, of 
the disgraceful transaction ! A discerning 
public will give the answers, and will right- 
ly appreciate his motives. It will discover 
that rankling malice which, insatiable as 
the grave, incessantly demands new vic- 
tims to its persecuting vengeance. Against 
me it has been vented inthe most insidious 
and dastardly manner. ‘Truly may I] say 
with the prophet, “ he has been unto me 
asa Bear lying in wait, and asa Lion in 
secret places.” ‘To God and his conscience, 
I commit him. 
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City and County of Albany, ss. 

Morgan Lewis being duly sworn on the 
Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, doth 
depose and say, that the facts contained in 
the preceding statement, are to the best of 
his remembrance and belief, substantially 
{| true. MORGAN LEWIS. 


Sworn this 30th day of March, 1807, be- 
fore me, SMITH THOMPSON. 


N. B. The annexed extracts from the res 
cords of the Council will shew, that Mr. 
Tielavan’s appoiutment was made three 
dz. ys previous to the resolutions respecting 
M'r. Webbers, whence it may fairly be ins 
fe: "red somie of the gentlemen have confoun- 
de: It dates. M. L. 


[ ‘he extracts above referred to are necessarily 
om); td.) 





From the Richmond Enquirer. 





AA)ZRON BURR, Ex-Vice-President of 
the Un ited States, is now in this city, guard- 
| ed as a .+ate-prisoner. 

_ We have had no opportunity of convers- 
ing with his escort; but a gentleman, whe 
4 ravelled with him in the stage, has given 
us: the followins account of the manner of 
hig arrest, obtained from ¢heir lips.—lIt 1s 
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not to be expected that it should be com- 
pletely correct: but we shall hereafter 
amend. whatever imperfections we may be 
fortunate enough to detect. 

Col. Burr was apprehended in the Tom- 
bigbee county in the first days of March ’ 
erhaps the 3d, in the follow ing manher : 

A gentleman whose naine is represent- 
ed to us to be Perkins, was at a public 
house in a village in that county a few 
miles (perhaps 18 or 20) from the Spanish 
Line. He was in compony with the sher- 
iff of the county. 

About 11 o’clock at night a gentleman 
rode up to the door, and enquired for the 
house of a major — who lived in the neigh- 
borhood. He was followed by another, 
who turned out to be his companion.— The 
strangers were told, that the house of the 
Major they enquired for, was at some dis- 
tance from the tavern ; and that they would 
have to cross a water course which had been 
swollen by the water and might be danger- 


-ous of access.—The strangers however, 


persevered in their intention; and left the 
door of the tavern. ’ 

Mr. Perkins was surprised by these sin- 
gular movements: that men, at that late 
hour of a cold night should leave the com- 
forts of a tavern, and explore a dangerous 
road of which they were professedly igno- 
rat; the idea was a source of considera- 
ble astonishment. It naturally led to some 
speculation upon the character of the stran- 
gers, and he could not start any rational ex- 
planation of their mysterious conduct, but 
that they were robbers, who intended to pil- 
fer the Major’s house. He determined, if 
possible, to prevent their design ; and pre- 
vailed upon his companion (the sheriT) to 
accompany him to this scene of meditated 
robbery. 

When they arrived, the Major was from 
home. One of the gentlemen was in the 
house ; the other had retired io the kitchen, 
to warm his shivering limbs. The first 
glance, which Mr. P. caught of this visi- 
tant of the kitchen, convinced him that the 
mysterious stranger was no other than Col. 
Burr: Whether Mr. P. recognized him 
froin a previous acquaintance with his per- 
son. or irom the fire of his eye, the shupe 
of his face and person so well corresponding 
to the description which he had received of 
him ; the gentleman with whom we had 
sonversed, was incompetent to inform us. 
Certain itis; Mr. P. suspected that ‘the 
stranger who stood before him with his 
white hat slouched over his face with all 
the habiliments of a man so perfectly differ- 
erent from those in which he commonly 
appears, was the very man, whose name 
had rung for several months from one cor- 
ner of the U.S. to the other.—It was A. 
Burr. 

Mr. P. determined to arrest him. He 
repaired to Fort Stoddart on the Mobile, 
and prevailed upon Lieutenant Gaines (the 
Commandant at the Fort) to accompany 
him with a small file of soldicrs.—In* the 
mean time Col. Burr had sent buck his com- 

* It is presumed from this circumstance that Col. 
Bure was not far from the Florida iine . that he was 
ahoutio gike refuge in the dominions of Spain, 
the only spot of ground in that quartér of the 
country, where he was exempt from the authority 
of the United States ; and that he intended to de- 
scend ihe Mobille and repair to Pensacola, 

















‘panion (by the name of Ashley,) for some 


purpose unkwown ; and requested his new 
companion the sheriff, to show him on the 
way tothe Spanish Line. ~* 

On the road they met the file of soldiers 
accompanied by Mr. Perkins and Lieuten- 
and Gaines. “ What,” says Col. Burr; or 
in words to that effect ; “ do seldiers trav- 
el here in this style ;- on horseback ?” 
“No :” answered hiscompanion. Col.Burr 
is said to have immediately dropt his bridle, 
& clasping his hands together to have utter- 
ed some ejaculation of vehement emotion ; 
what that was, we cannot trust ourselves to 
describe —Lieut. Gaines advanced up to 
him, and interrogated him, whether he was 
not Col. Burr.—The scene closed, by 
Lieut. Gaine’s ominous words : 

“ You are my prisoner sir.” 

An escort of eight men accompanied 
Col. Burr from that quarter of the country, 
on their way to Washington. They cross- 
ed at Cole’s ferry ; on Monday morning be- 
tween the hours of 11 and 12, they passed 
Prince Edward court-house. On Wednes- 
day evening about five o’clock they arrived 
in Fredericksburg. Here they met with a 
gentleman from Washington who-was in- 
structed to order them to Richmond : and 
on last evening the stage conveyed them to 
our city : Col. Burr and his escort of 7 men. 
The gentleman who met them at Freder- 
icksburg has accompanied them tothis place, 
and bears a communication from the Exe- 
cutive tothe U. States attorney for this dis- 
trict. 

He is conducted to this city, to undergo 
an examination before Chief Justice Mar- 
shall.—Several circumstances concur to re- 
commend the choice of this tribunal. The 
most material of them is, that, 

The overt act of treason, on which he 
may be charged, was most probably com- 
mitted at Blannerhassett’s island, in the 
river Ohio and within the limits of Virgin- 
ia.t His crime therefore will fall withia 
the jurisdiction of the Federal District 
Court of this state. 

He will be brought before the highést 
judicial minister known in the country ; the 
chief justice of the United States. 

He will be examined in a judicial dis- 
trict, umong the nearest to the seat of gov- 
ernment of the U.S.; and should he be 
sent on to further trial, he will have the ad- 
vantage of being brought before one of the 
distiict courts, whose session comes on 
soonest. : 

In these respects, Aaron Burr will pos- 
sess all the privileges sccured to him by 
the constiwution of the United States. He 
will, “ enjoy the right to asfeedy and pub- 
lic trial, by am impartial jury of the sate 
and district wherein the crime shall have 
been committed which district shall have 
been previous uscertuined by law.” 

Whether we consider the nature of the 
crime or the character of the criminal ; 
the witnesses who will be brought up, the 
council by whom it will be argued, or the 
eager curiosity of the nation ; this will be 
one of the most impressive spectacles 
which this or any other city in the United 
States has ever witnessed. 

The crimina! was once the Vice-Presi- 
dent of the U.5S.; and aman who ranks 


¢ His force was evilected on this island. 
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at all times, among men of the most traft- 
scendant talents in his countty. a 


The crime likely to be alledged against 
him is the foulest and most atrocious that 
can possibly disgrace the inhabitant of a 


free country. Itis the crime of a traitor. ’ 


It is the crime of a paricide in arms a- ~~— 


gainst his country ; who has laboured to 
excite a gallant people against the very best 
government that ever existed ; who has 
plotted to destroy that great ark of our po- 
litical safety, our union ; in fact, one who 
has whetted the poisoned daggers of civil 
insurrection, to “ levy war” against his 
country. In comparison of such a crime, 
what is murder ; what is the robbery that 
clandestinely empties my purse ; or the | 
felon that boldly prowls upon the highway, 
and at the same blow deals robbery and 
murder ? Ifhe be really guilty of treason, 
what is A. Burr compared with Eugene A- 
ram ? If upon this ground, even, he be ac- 
quited, perhaps he may still be indicted 
and tried by the laws of the U. S. for pre- 
paring an expedition against Mexico ; the 
colony of a foreign state with whom we 
now at peace. : 


— Hudgon, April 14. 


Be it our weekly task, 
To note the passing tidings of the times: 
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The last southern mail does not furnish 
an article of intelligence, excepting a detail- 
ed report of the examination of Col. Burr, 
before the chief justice of the U.S. at Rich- 
mond, Vir. At the close of the examina- 
tion, the Judge observed that he should not 
commit Col. Burr on the charge of treason ; 
but that he should hold him to bail, on the 
charge of setting on foot a military expedi- 
tion against the dominions of Spain. He 
was recognized in the sum of 10,000 dol- 
lars, to appear before the Federal Court in 
Richmond, on the 22d of May next. 

We shall, if possible, give the whole of 
the report in our next. 
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Che tinot, 
MARRIED, 


At Kinderhook, by the Rev. Mr. Sickles, Mr. 
Jouw Kirtce, jun. to Miss Cuaistiana Vas 
Hoesen, daughter of Mr. Abraham Van Hoesen, 
of the same place. 

In this city, on Sunday evening last, by the Rev. 
Mr. Wigton, Mr. Tuomas Sicxexs. of Carskill, 
printer, to Miss MARGARET PouLTon, of Athens. 





DIk£ D, 
In this city on Saturday iast, Miss Passe Coor- 
rr, sister of Mr Benjamin Cooper, in the 18th 


year of her age. 
_—~- on the 8th instant, Extas Wictox, son 


of Mr. Wiliam Wigton, in the 2nd year of his 
oge. 
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EXTRACTS. 


Quarrels of Knavee. 
** As dnaves their reputations oft defend, 
And forthe honesty they want, conend; 
Whilst ev'ry stander-by the feud derides, 
Takes neither part, but ridicules both sides.” 
" Lonpoy SPY. 


> + ae 


Tradesmen turn’d Lawyers. 


" Amongst this paltry crew were ten to one 

Bred up to trades, but by the law undone : 

And thus distress'd, most equitably sought 

Relief from that which had their ruin brought: 

Or else reso'v'd, from being basely us’d, 

T’ abuse the law, by which they'd been abus’d.” 
‘ Ibid. 
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From the Peofile’s Friend, 





Report or SeLtrripnce’s TRIAL, 
A report of the trial of Thomas O. Sel- 


_. fridge, Esq. for killmg Charles Austin, has 
“© “been for some time in our hands. _ A single 


glance at it “enabled us to-conclude, ‘that it 


was, with regard to the importance ofthe 


subject, the manner in which it was treated 
in court, and the execution of the work dc- 


one of avery attentive consideration. 
~~ Amulti 


tude of other avocutions have, from 


* . time to time; broken in upon our perap2!, 
and prevented us from offering the public 


our opinion of it at-an earlier period. We 


‘now. are repaid by the confidence with 


which we are enabled to vouch for it to the 


. public, as a book that ought to be treasur- 


ed up by every American who feels a just 
‘and honorable pride in the literary reputa- 
tion of his country. The admirers of fo- 
rensic eloquence will, in this work, find a 
specimen which may be putin reputable 
competition with some of the brightest on 
record in the courts of Europe; nor is 
there in the general managemient 6f the 
trial, no less of penetration, acuteness, leyal 
ski}] and discernment, than in the best of 
those of the old country. For solidity of 
judgement, sound and extensive judicial in- 
formation, luminous exposition of the law, 
and conscientious impartiality, the judges 
charge stands on a level with those the 
Most grave, wise, and learned judges, who 
have for the last century graced the British 
Bench. — Looking out for particulat passa+ 
ges to offer in proof of what we Say, the 


7 


Mi of Mr. Dexrer presents itself, in 


high relief——We subjoin a passage which 


wil serve to shew the talents of tie orator, 
and although it inculcates adoetrine which, 
at least, is dubious, we think it but justice 
to him to give it upon account of its orator- 
ical beauty. It is the fot of man to be fre- 
quently piaced in dilemmas to find morai 
uty, and apparent necessity calling him 
different ways—to find precept at variance 
with the practice of the world—and to think 
Munself permitted ts bend the right rules of 
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morality down to worldly customs which 
are barbarous and bad. 

This condition of men’s feelings, as ex- 
emplified im the case of duclliug is treated 
in a masterly manner, so far as nelates to 
talents by Mr. Dexter. But while we say 
so much, we enter our protest against his 
doctrine, as ina high degree permctous and 
contradictory to the religion we protess.~— 
The law is written, and no man should fas.- 
cy himself invested with a right to disobey 
it, or to fritter away its behests with inge- 
nious sophistry. It is thé next giorous pre- 
rpgative of thinking beings that they can 
obtain dominion oyer-their passions and pre- 
judices, and are enabled by the reason which 
God has given them to do their duty, and 
not acquiesce in the heated notions with 
which the savagery of fashion has filled the 
world. At all events the excuse of sudden 
anger, which may be pleaded in mitigation 
of the act, will not avail for the cool, Geiibe- 
rate justification of the principle. After 
all, very much we fear that Mg Dexter, 
will have more people on his side of the 
question than we shall, especially as his is 
enforced by eloqugnce, which if not une- 
qual’ed has rarely been syrpass-d. Let us 
be permitted to repeat that every Ameri- 
can who keeps a case of books, ouglit to 
have this upon his shelf. 


“ It is a most serious calamity, for a man 
of high qualifications for usefuiness, and de- 
licate sense of honor, to be driven to such a 
crisis, yet should it become inevitable, he is 
bound to meet it like a man, to summon all 
the energies of the soul, rise above ordina- 
ry maxims, poise himself on his own mag- 
nanimity, and hold himself responsible only 
to his God. Whatever may be the conse- 
quences, he is bound to bear them, to stand 
like mount Atlas, 


“* When storms and tempests thunder on its brow, 
* And oceans break their billows at his feet.” 

Do not believe that I am inculcating o- 
pinions, tending to disturb the peace of so- 
ciety. On the contrary, they are the only 
principles that can preseive it. It is more 
dangerous for the laws to give security to a 
man, disposed to committ outrages on the 
persons of his fellow-citizens, than to au- 
thorise those, who must otherwise meet ir- 
reparable injury, to defend themselves at 
every bien, Men of eminent talerits and 
vittues, on whose exertions, in perilous 
times, the honour and hzppiness of their 
countfy must depend, will always be liable 
to be degraded by every daring miscreant, 
if they cannot defend themselves from per- 
sonal insult and outrage. Men of this de- 
scription must always feel, that to sybmit 
to degradation and dishonor, is impossible. 
Nor is this fecling confined to men of that 
eminent grade. We have thousands in our 
country who possess this s@ivit; and with- 
out them we should soon ceservedly cease 
to exist as an independent nation. I re- 
spect the laws of my country, and revere 
the precepts of our holy relicion ;- I should 
shudder at shedding human blood: I would 
practice moderation awfl forbearance, to a- 
void so terrible a calamity; yet, ¢hould 1 
ever be driven to that miserable point, 
where degradation and disgrace begin, may 
this arm shrink palsied from its socket, if 
I fail to defend my own honour. 


{t has bee intimated, that the princi- 
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ples of christianity condemn the defendant 
If he is to’be tried by this law, he certainly 
has a right to avail himseif of onevf its fun. 
damental piii.cipies. I call on you then to 
do te him, as in sinilar circumstances, you 
would expect others to do to you 


/ . > change 
situations for 


a incment, and ask yourselve 


_what you would have done, if attucked as 
“he was. 


Aid instead of being necessitated 
to act at the moment and without reflection, 
take time to deliberate. Permit me to state 
for you, your train of thought. You would 
say this man, who attacks me, appears 
young, athletic and violent. I am feebjg 
and incapable of resisting him; he has 4 
heavy cane, which is undoubtedly a stron 

one, as he had leisure to select it for the 
purpose ; he may intend to kill me; he 
may, from the violence of his passion, de. 
stroy me, without intending it; he ma 

maim or greatly injure me; by beating me 
he must disgrace me: This alone destroys 
all my prospects, al! -my happiness, and all 
my usefulness. Where shall I fly, when 
thus rendered contemptible! Shall I go a- 
broad? Every one wiii point at me the fing. 
erof scorn. Shall i go home? My chil. 
dren—I have taught them to shrink from 
dishonour ; will they call me father? What 
is life to me afier suffering this outrage? 
Why should I endure this accumulated 
wretchecness, which is worse than death, 


rather than put in hazard the life of my en- 
emy.” 
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Cerms of the Balance, 
~ FOR 1807. ’ 


To City Subscribers, Two Dollars and Fifty 
Cents, payable quarterly. 

To those who receive them by Mail, Two Dol. 
ars, payable in Advance. 


To those who cake their papers at the Office, in 


bundles or otherwise, a deduction from the city 
ptice will be made. 


A handsome Title Page and Table of Contents 
will accompany the last number of the Volume. 
NOTE. 
The first, sécond, third, fourth and fifth Volumes 
of the Balaiice miay be had on the following terms + 


First Volume...tribound.. - § 2, 

Second Volume, - - - - § 2,50 
Tbird Voiume, - - - - § 2, 50 
Fourth Volume, - . . S 2,50 
Wifih Veluat, (2 «§ +- +. $28 


The five together, + = . % 10 

If bound; the price of binding (either plam or ele- 
gant) wiil be added---An unbound Volume may be 
stant to any Post-Office in the State for 52 Cents 
postage ; or to any Post-Oflice in the Umion for 
78 Cents. 
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